
 
 

Future Connect Strategic Networks – Draft  

 
 

 

 



  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
1 The transport system includes roads, streets, rail, maritime transport, walking and cycling routes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.at.govt.nz/futureconnect


 



 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 



 

• 

• 

• 

• 



 

 

  



 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

• 

• 

  



 

Manage effects on the 
environment  

• Avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse effects on the environment 

• Adapt to a changing climate and respond to the microclimatic factors of 

each area  

• Provide a transport system that supports more sustainable modes to 

enable reductions in emissions. 

Safe network  • Provide a safe and secure transport network, free from death and serious 

injury for all users 

• Provide a safe and convenient network of routes accessible to people of all 

ages, abilities and backgrounds 

• Provide greater attention to modal networks for vulnerable users to avoid 

conflict, particularly where there is expected to be an increase in the 

movement function of a corridor and an increase in vulnerable users 

Connect nodes • Provide connection between the common destinations that link people to 

people, goods, services and opportunities 

• Support inter-regional connectivity 

Connect modes • Provide for travel options and the ability to connect easily at interchanges, 

including changing between modes 

Provide access • Provide direct and efficient access to centres and key destinations  

Integrate land use and 
transport 

• Enable a compact urban form though land use integration   

• Support land use with complementary networks resulting in effective 

movement of people and goods 

• Enable convenient and direct public transport, walking and cycling access 

to centres  

Modal priority  • When a corridor is part of a Strategic Network, this must be considered in 

the modal priority assessment  

• Use RASF to identify modal priorities and potential conflicts in a corridor 

Mode shift  • Provide quality active mode and dedicated public transport routes to 

enable mode shift away from private car use 

• Prioritise sustainable modes where needed to provide an improved 

throughput across the network  

Place function as well as 
movement   

• Enable the reflection of place value as well as movement in corridors  



 

Reliable and resilient  • Create routes that can withstand unexpected events and severe weather 

conditions 

• Avoid disruption or minimise it when it occurs by adopting a whole-of-

system approach  

Make the best of existing 
networks 

• Optimise people throughput to support current and future demand across 

different periods of the day  

• Prioritise people throughput as the movement function as demand for use 

of the corridor increases  

• Support access to public transport by active travel modes 

• While understanding the implications of kerbside functions with the road's 

surrounding land use functions, limit stationary activities on arterial roads 

where it inhibits efficient people throughput or conflicts with the objectives 

of other strategic transport networks 
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2 NB The Walking Strategic Network is denser than the other networks and has been excluded from this 
figure to improve readability. See 2.6.1 for the Walking Strategic Network. 
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(Strategic and Supporting Networks) 

• 
Services operating at least every 15 minutes, on dedicated rights-of-way removed from the congestion of general traffic 
lanes 

• 
Services operating at least every 15 minutes with priority measures, providing strategic connections between 
Metropolitan Centres or Metro and City Centre 

• 
Services operating at least every 15 minutes with priority measures, which are not as strategic as FTN1 

• 
Corridors where significant volumes of non-RTN/FTN services converge in order to provide a connection to key public 
transport hubs

• 
Services operating at least every half hour, complementing RTN and FTN 

•  

Services operating at least every hour, complement RTN and FTN. Other services include school, peak only services 
 

• 
Highest category roads having greatest through movement function providing inter-regional connections 

• 
Roads that predominantly carry through traffic (but many also serve adjacent activities), providing inter-regional 
connections, and connect areas within a region 

• 
Roads that predominantly carry through traffic (but many also serve adjacent activities), and connect principal sectors 
of the region (not catered for by strategic routes) 

• 
Provide movement within the district between key nodes, and connect major nodes within an area. Serve adjacent key 
activities 

• 
Collect and distribute traffic from local roads to arterials within an area (and vice versa). Serve adjacent key activities 

• 
Collect and distribute traffic to/from local properties within an area 
 

  



• 

• 
Roads of the highest strategic value to freight movement (motorways, State Highways, arterials) 

• 
Roads of the highest strategic value to freight movement (arterials where competing modes and land uses require 
active management) 

• 
Local freight networks within strategic freight areas, where efficiency of freight movements should be considered 

•  
Supporting freight networks connecting to/between strategic freight areas, where impacts of freight movement on land 
use requires active management 

•  

 

• 

Mainly intra-regional routes within Auckland, focusing on longer distance trips, with the potential of becoming inter-
regional too 

• 
Key spine connections to the Regional routes and to high trip generators, such as rapid transit stations and 
metropolitan centres 

• 
Connections to Major routes and lower order trip generators, such as neighbourhood centres and clusters of schools or 
larger schools 

Note the Supporting Network is under development 

• 
Provides high quality access to adjacent commercial, retail, school and employment land uses, Public Transport 
Strategic Network, and carries the highest number of people on the network 

• 
Key spines providing access to and between major destinations and may carry considerable numbers of people at 
certain time periods 

• 

High quality access streets within residential streets and surrounding major pedestrian generators 

 



 

Safe and accessible 
services

• Ensure that services provide a safe user experience that is 

accessible to people with a range of mobility needs 

Convenient and 
attractive

• Make public transport an obvious, preferred and easy choice for 

medium to long journeys over 15 minutes in length (including the first 

and last legs of a journey)  

• Ensure services are as direct as possible between key destinations to 

enable them to generate high patronage 

Services form a 
network

• Provide a network of services that is simple and easy to understand 

and is supported by integrated fares and ticketing 

• Maximise coverage of the urban area to increase access to strategic 

services, while ensuring routes remain direct 

• Provide a legible network in which services are allocated to 

appropriate corridors in a consistent manner 

• Where services intersect, enable convenient and safe connections for 

people in order to provide access to a wider range of destinations 

• Recognise that non-strategic services are an integral part of the wider 

public transport network, providing greater coverage, supporting 

strategic services and in some cases sharing common corridors 

Reliable and efficient • Enable services to operate as reliably as possible to maximise their 

attractiveness and the efficient use of resources 

• Prioritise strategic corridors to minimise travel times of services using 

them. Priority may be provided in different ways at different times of 

the day 

Support land use • Support the place aspects of key destinations including centres by 

providing convenient and direct access via public transport 

• Support high density land use within the catchments of stops and 

stations on the strategic network 

 



 

Safe corridors • Provide a safe network free from death and serious injury for all road 
users 

Connectivity • Support a high connectivity function linking principal sectors of the 

region (ports, airports, hospitals, significant tourist destinations etc.) 

• Support predominantly a throughput function with limited access  

• Support inter-regional connectivity 

Support growth and 
economic productivity

• Support sustainable population growth by connecting growth areas 

with the rest of Auckland 

• Enable corridors to evolve and ensure the long-term sustainable 
movement of people and goods 

Reliable and resilient • Support journeys that can withstand unexpected events and severe 

weather conditions 

• Provide a permeable network of routes to avoid disruption or minimise 

it when it occurs 

• Perform a ‘lifeline’ function as they may be the only corridor available 
to major destinations   

Support built form • Maximise transport options 

• Recognise the transport functions over a 24/7 period 

Make the best use of 
existing corridors

• Optimise people throughput to support current and future demand 

across different periods of the day  

• Support provision of, and access to public transport and active modes 

• While understanding the implications of kerbside functions such as 
parking, access, loading and servicing interaction with the road's 
surrounding land use functions, limit on-street parking on arterial 
roads where it inhibits efficient people throughput or conflicts with the 
objectives of other Strategic Networks 

 



 

Safe corridors • Provide a network that moves goods securely 

• Minimise the impact of freight movement on local neighbourhood 

streets, centres and the surrounding community 

Connected and 
efficient

• Enable the efficient movement of freight in Auckland to where it 

needs to go in a timely manner 

• Prioritise transport access by link major areas of freight generation 

and attraction both within Auckland region and to/from locations 

outside the region 

Reliable • Enable convenient, reliable and relatively timely travel times for 

freight between key locations 

• Maintain a priority network of quality routes that are attractive to 

freight users  

• Provide a network of routes supporting over dimension/overweight 

freight movement 

Sustainable and 
resilient

• Support the sustainable movement of freight through a resilient 

network that does not inhibit innovations and changes in technology   

 

 

Safe corridors   A network that is safe, secure and accessible for people of all ages, 
abilities and backgrounds 

Convenient and 
attractive 

Make cycling an obvious, preferred, and easy choice for short and 

medium journeys of up to 30 minutes (approximately 7km) 

Comfortable to use for all ages and abilities, and offer a sense of equity 
and independence 

Connected, direct and 
legible 

Create a connected network to key destinations and where required to 

support land use 

Provide direct routes to and between key destinations following corridors 

of high demand (current or latent)  

Connect to the Public Transport Strategic Network  

Create a coherent and legible network  

Establish an appropriate network density for cycling, with a finer-grained 

network in areas of higher demand 

Create routes that offer a pleasant and interesting environment 

Minimise steep gradients and maximise comfort  

Connected to off-road 
networks 

Connect to complementary off-road cycle networks where they provide 
access to key destinations 



 

 

Safe and comfortable Make walking safe, secure and accessible for people of all ages, abilities 

and backgrounds 

Comfortable to use for all ages and abilities, and offer a sense of equity 
and independence 

Convenient and easy 
to navigate

Make walking an obvious, preferred and easy choice for short local 

journeys of up to 20 minutes (approximately 2km) 

Provide a walkable network that is connected, permeable and easy to 

navigate  

Prioritise connections within 2km of centres, to key destinations, and 
where required to support land use, including integrating with the Public 
Transport Strategic Network 

Inviting and interesting Improve the movement of people walking where place function is high   

Apply the principles and standards of the Transport Design Manual 

Connected to off-road 
networks

Connect to complementary off-road walking networks 

 



   
 

   

 

• Plan changes including changes to 
land use and/or transport 
infrastructure 

• Reclassification of strategic 
hierarchy levels due to changes in 
land use or functional criteria of the 
link 

• Strategic Planning or project 
development affecting one or more 
modes 

• New project delivered (major or 
minor)  

 

• New footpath or 
shared path 

• Land use (zone) 
change 

• New public transport 
stops 

• New key amenities 

o Hospital 

o Stadium 

o Tertiary education 

o Urban recreation 

o School 

o Marae 

 

• New cycleway project 
not currently part of 
Strategic Network 

• Corridors with 
increased demand 
current/forecasted (in 
line with Strategic 
Network role)  

• New, changed or 
reclassified services:  

o Rail 

o RTN 

o FTN1 and FTN2 

o Ferry 

• Significant volume 
increase  

• RPTP changes 

• Changes to freight 
routes in 
collaboration with 
freight industry 

• New rail links 

 

• Roading projects  

• Revoking/declaring 
sections of State 
Highways 

• Change to ONRC 
classification 

• Plan change leading to 
road classification 

• Significant volume 
increases in line with 
General Traffic 
Strategic Network role 

 • >12-month duration 

o Response to environmental, 
safety or health crisis / major 
event 

o Construction 

• Response to customer needs 

• Tactical urbanism initiative 
(Innovating Streets Semi-permanent 
projects)

Innovating Streets Semi-
permanent projects 

Innovating Streets Semi-
permanent projects 

Changes to current 
network operations due 
to temporary 
construction 

 

Changes to current 
network operations due 
to temporary 
construction 

Changes to current 
network operations due 
to temporary 
construction 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


